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After joining the webinar meeting, you will be able to hear the webinar audio 
through your computer speakers. If you don’t have access to speakers, you may 

connect to the audio toll-free at: 1-855-415-4144
Conference ID: 46893752

If you have any questions, send them by using the chat feature to the left. Simply 
type your questions and click Send. A Q&A session will be conducted at the end 

of the presentation to answer all questions.  

All materials for this webinar will be archived at: 
www.texascasa.org

Click Learning Center in top right hand corner of page, or use the search bar.

http://www.texascasa.org/
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“Prepare the child for the path, not the 
path for the child.”





Today’s Webinar will Cover…
• Stages of Development

• Self-Advocacy:
• Rights of Children 

and Youth in Foster 
Care

• Autonomy through 
Life Skills

• Participation in 
Hearings



Stages of Development

Ages 12 to 15 years—

• Stage of Psychosocial 
Development: 
Identity vs. Role 
Confusion

• Stage of Cognitive 
Development: 
beginning of formal 
operations



Stage of Moral Development: increasing 
willingness to think of rules as flexible

Keep in mind: the influence of puberty and peers



Stages of Development

Ages 16 to 18 years—

• Stage of Psychosocial 
Development: 
Identity vs. Role 
Confusion

• Stage of Cognitive 
Development: formal 
thought



Stage of Moral Development: rules allow for 
intentions and extenuating circumstances

Keep in mind: the need for choices related to sex, 
drugs, significant relationships and the future



Self-Advocacy: Rights





Self-Advocacy:  Life Skills





Self-Advocacy:  Hearings





Other Resources

• Texas Foster Youth Justice Project
• Free legal help for current and former foster 

youth! CALL 1-877-313-3688
• A Guide for Those “Aging Out” of Foster Care in 

Texas, Fourth Edition, http://texasfosteryouth.org/

• Permanency Toolkit 
http://texascasa.org/?s=permanency+toolkit

• Casey Life Skills is a free practice tool and 
framework for working with youth in foster care. 
It assesses independent living skills and provides 
results instantly:  http://lifeskills.casey.org/

http://texasfosteryouth.org/blog/?wpdmdl=569
http://texasfosteryouth.org/
http://texascasa.org/?s=permanency+toolkit
http://lifeskills.casey.org/


Questions???


